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“Education is a shared commitment.” 

AUTHOR KATE MESSNER VISITS ORHS 

Oyster River High School wants to thank Kathy Pearce for making Kate 
Messner’s visit possible.  Kathy writes:  “Award-winning children's author 
Kate Messner paid a visit to ORHS on December 5. The event served as both 
a wrap-up to National Novel Writing Month (NaNoWriMo)--which more 
than fifty students participated in either on their own or in English classes--
and a kickoff to the National History Day competition, which nearly half the 
school is working on. Kate worked with writers who had just completed 
NaNoWriMo on how to revise a novel. She shared techniques, drafts, and 
correspondence with her editors to demonstrate how the revision process is 
an essential step in crafting good writing. Later in the morning, Kate spoke 
with over 300 English and social studies students about the research 
required for writing even a children's book. She showed students how small 
bits of history gleaned from diaries and letters could inspire a story that 
helped readers to better understand history.” 

PSAT SCORES ARE RELEASED 

PSAT scores from October were released online on December 13th.  Students 
access their PSAT scores through the College Board account they established 
last spring when accessing PSAT 10 scores.  If you cannot remember your 
College Board username or password, do not create a new account.  Instead, 
please contact College Board directly to gain account access.  Creating a 
duplicate account will cause a significant delay in accessing PSAT scores.  
Below is a link to view a video explaining the exam scores and account access.  
If you have any questions, please contact the Counseling Office. 

OPTIONS FOR STUDENTS 

ORCSD believes in the importance of supporting every student as they 
explore their interests and strive to reach their potential.  Oyster River High 
School continues to develop options for students to explore and thrive.   

Choice Model:  ORHS has developed a choice model for course offerings to 
allow for students to explore their interests.  In the fall of 2016 we conducted 
a student survey to ask if our course offerings are meeting the interests of our 
student population.  Students expressed that they valued the choices that are 
offered and were interested in further STEM, nutrition and “life skills”.   

Career Technical Education:  CTE programing evolved dramatically in the 
past 20 years.  Today’s CTE programing includes a vast range of 
opportunities including automotive, culinary, computer programming and 
engineering.  Many of these programs allow for students to complete with 
college credits as well as certification in their field.  

Extended Learning Opportunities:  With the addition of our ELO 
Coordinator, Sean Peschel, we have been able to expand options for students 
outside the walls of the high school.  The New England Secondary School 
Consortium discusses ELO’s as – “Extended learning opportunities (ELOs) 

JANUARY  REMINDERS: 
12/25 – 1/1/2018 Vacation 

1/5 National History Day 
Competition  

1/15 Martin Luther King Day – 
No School 

1/16 – 1/19 Mid Term Exams 
(see page 2 for more details) 

1/19 Snowball Dance (Proposed 

Date. More information will follow from 
Student Senate) 

1/22 Teacher Workshop Day 

1/23 Semester 2 Begins 

*Please see Athletics Webpage for
athletic events

*For a comprehensive calendar
see the ORCSD calendar



are powerful learning experiences that support and recognize learning that 
happens anytime and anywhere. Increasingly, schools are identifying and 
putting into practice methods to design, document, and assess meaningful 
learning that happens outside the classroom and beyond a traditional course 
sequence.” 

Running Start:  College courses offered at ORHS by ORHS educators.  Students 
enrolled in Running Start courses have the opportunity to earn both high school 
and college credits.  See our Program of Studies for more information. 

CAT’s Classes:  UNH offers Challenging Academically Talented Student(s) the 
opportunity to enroll in a course tuition-free through an application process.   

Dual Enrollment: Southern New Hampshire University supports ORHS students 
to earn college credit while still enrolled in high school.  Teachers become adjunct 
professors of SNHU. We currently offer Anatomy and Physiology as a Dual 
Enrollment.  

Early College:  Early college is offered by the New Hampshire’s community college 
system.  Early College is available to NH students and allows them to earn college 
credit (and high school credit) by taking classes at the college campus with college 
professors.  ORHS is currently working on creating an Early College program 
for our students at UNH. 

SOS SIGNS OF SUICIDE® PREVENTION PROGRAM 

The adolescent years are marked by a roller-coaster ride of emotions-difficult for 
students and their parents.  It is easy to misread depression as normal adolescent 
turmoil; however, depression appears to be occurring at a much earlier age.  To 
proactively address these issues, Oyster River High School is offering depression 

awareness and suicide prevention training as part of the SOS Signs of Suicide® 
Prevention Program for all students enrolled in Freshman PE classes.  For more 
information please contact the ORHS Counseling Office.   

MID-YEAR EXAMS 

Mid-year exams will take place January 16 – 19, 2018.  The school days will be 
adjusted for exams and students will only be required to be in attendance during 
their exam periods.  All classes will utilize their exam period. Schedule to the left. 

Thursday and Friday prior to the exam week students will be focusing on studying 
and preparation.  We will have “In School Reading Days.”  No tests, quizzes and 
other assessments are to be given and no new material is to be taught.  This is an 
opportunity for student relearning and enrichment to prepare for their exams.   
New assessments do not include administering a section of an exam (oral exams 
in WL or project presentations are common the week prior to exams).  

BEST BUDDIES AT ORHS 

Best Buddies International is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization dedicated to 
establishing a global volunteer movement that creates opportunities for one-to-
one friendships, integrated employment and leadership development for people 
with intellectual and developmental disabilities (IDD).  ORHS is helping to 
further the mission of Best Buddies International. As one student expressed, “It’s 
a great program to be a part of and if anyone would like to join, you can email the 
group’s president Joe Morell, or go to the nurses’ office where you can stop by and 
talk to Mrs. Wolph one of the advisors for the club!” 

Congratulations to Scott McGrath for 

being named the 2017 New Hampshire 

Boys Cross Country Coach of the 

Year!!  A well-deserved honor.   

Mid-Year Exam Schedule 

January 16 

8:30-10:15 
Period A 

10:15-10:45 
Break 

10:45-12:30  
Period B 

January 17 

8:30-10:15 
Period C 

10:15-10:45 
Break 

10:45-12:30  
Period D 

January 18 

8:30-10:15 
Period E 

10:15-10:45 
Break 

10:45-12:30  
Period F 

January 19 

8:30-10:15 
Period G 

10:15-10:45 
Break 

10:45-12:30  
Make-up 
Exams 

Earliest drop off is 7:45am. 

Lunch is served each day of exams at 

12:30. 

Afternoon buses will run during 

exams at 12:50/1:00 and 3:05.   


